
Best Practices for Poll Worker 
Recruitment, Training, Voter ID 
Law, and Electioneering Rule at 

Polling Places. 



Options for Poll Worker Recruitment

• Use a list from county clerks

• Contact county clerks and receive any suggestions

• Word of Mouth Promotion / Newspaper Ad

• Actively reach for eligible poll workers in city limits before reaching 
out to applicants in the county



Poll Worker Eligibility

• A poll worker must be a registered voter

• The polling place must have 4 poll workers in teams of opposite 
political parties



Poll Worker Training Materials

• Videos

• Elections Official Manual

• Municipal Elections Guide

In the eyes of the voter, poll workers are the voice of the Election 

Department (Center For Civic Design)

https://sos.wv.gov/elections/Pages/ManTrain.aspx
https://sos.wv.gov/FormSearch/Elections/Informational/Manual for Election Officials.pdf
https://sos.wv.gov/FormSearch/Elections/Informational/MunicipalElectionsGuide.pdf


Polling Place Forms

• All polling place forms are found under the “Forms” section under 
“Election Administrators” at wvsos.com.

• Only forms attributed to city elections are required.  For example, 
Ivotronic and Expressvote forms are not applicable to you.



Voter ID Law Info





Acceptable Identification

Photo ID
• Any document issued by state of 

WV or U.S. Government containing 
voter’s name.

• WV Driver’s license or issued by 
another state

• Passport
• Government/Employee ID
• Military ID
• Student ID Card
• Concealed Carry Permit

Non-photo ID
• Voter Registration Card

• Medicare/SS Card
• Birth Certificate

• WV Hunting or Fishing License

• WV SNAP ID Card
• WV Medicaid ID Card

• Bank or Debit Card

• Utility bill or bank statement issued 
within 6 months of Election

• Health Insurance Card



First Time Voters that Need to Show ID
If you registered to vote for the first time in West Virginia or your county, and you have not 

voted in a federal election in this state, you must show a valid ID with your voter registration 
application or the first time you vote.

• First Time Voting In-Person – Must show valid ID at polls

• First Time Voting Will Be Absentee by Mail – Must show a copy of 
valid ID with ballot and should be returned in return envelope outside 
of secrecy envelope with ballot (Absentee Voter Ballot Envelope 
No. 2)

• Only the following are acceptable forms of ID for first time voters: 
Valid photo identification, Utility bill, Bank Statement, Government 
check, Paycheck, Any other official government document



3 Exceptions for Voter ID Requirement

1. Signed, Sworn Statement by an Adult who has known the voter for 
6 Months or More.

2. A Poll Worker Knows the Voter

3. Residents of State Care Facilities



Early Voting Electioneering

Polling Place Location Electioneering Prohibition Area

• City Hall / Annex Entire City Hall/Annex Property
(includes parking lots, all the way to the sidewalk).

If the distance between the entrance of the polling 
location at City Hall /Annex and 100 feet is farther than 
City Hall / Annex property, the 100 foot electioneering 
prohibition rule applies under §3-9-9(c).

• Satellite Precinct 100-feet from entrance



Election Day Electioneering

• On Election Day, no person except for voters, election officials, and 
persons appearing at the polling location in the regular course of 
business (e.g.paying taxes or attending a hearing at City Hall) may 
come within 100 feet of the polling place. Also, no person except for 
voters and election workers may enter the room where voting is 
conducted during in-person voting, unless someone is appearing to 
provide assistance at a voter’s request.

• No Campaign material is allowed within 100 ft of the Precinct 
entrance



The Only Exception

• If someone’s property falls within the 100 ft, the property owner only
may have campaign material on their private property.  
×Tenants renting does not count.  Only the owner of the property can place 

campaign material.

×No property owner can invite non-property owners to engage in 
electioneering on private property within 100 ft of the polling place


